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After four years of dedicated service as coordinator Dave Ouston decided earlier this year to 
hang up his Street Pastors cap and move on to new things.  We’d like to thank Dave for his 
tireless work setting up the Street Pastors initiative on the Island and growing it to expand 
into Newport and Ventnor.  

We were very fortunate to be able to recruit Denise Evans to take over the role of Street 
Pastors coordinator from August.  Denise is originally from West Sussex and moved to 
the Island with husband Mark when he became the minister at Newport Congregational 
Church.  

Denise describes herself as “a little crazy, but in the good sense” and when she’s not running 
Street Pastors she likes to spend time acting, dancing, singing and enjoying outdoor 
activities.  Denise will be sharing an office with Rebecca, our School Pastors’ coordinator.  
Exciting times lie ahead!

We are delighted to announce that the charity has been honoured as one of the 
recipients of the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service in 2013 in recognition of 
the quality and impact of our Street and School Pastors projects.  
This prestigious award has an equivalent status for voluntary groups as the 
MBE does for individuals.  While we don’t do the work for praise it is very much 
appreciated when the hard work and dedication of our volunteer teams is 
recognised by others.  To be one of just 117 groups across the country to receive 
this award is simply awesome.  

Isle of Wight Street Pastors’ trustee and senior Street Pastor Alan Sargent 
expressed the trustees’ delight about the award: “We had to go through a 
rigorous process after being nominated for the Queen’s Award and are so 
pleased that the quality of our work has been recognised in this way.  All our 
Street and School Pastors are volunteers and have committed themselves to 
rigorous training and regular work for their community. Their work and the 
prayer support from our prayer pastors provides an invaluable service to people 
on the streets of Ryde, Newport and Ventnor and the students at Medina College. 
Above all we are grateful to God for the success of Street and School Pastors.”

Thanks so much to all of you who have been on the journey with us for the last 
few years.

New coordinator for Street Pastors



Supported by:

Denise Evans, Street Pastors’ Coordinator 07545 242 782 
Rebecca Kelly, School Pastors Coordinator 07428 399 866
email: sp@iowstreetpastors.org.uk You can also find out about initiatives elsewhere at 

www.streetpastors.org.uk & www.schoolpastors.org.uk

twitter.com/iowstreetpastor 
facebook.com/iowstreetpastors
www.iowstreetpastors.org.uk

I was one of the first group of people to be trained as a School Pastor in 2013.
Because of my own family experiences approximately ten years ago I knew something was 
needed in schools to help with different problems young people face, especially bullying but 
I couldn’t do it on my own. As a School Pastor I now work  alongside a great group of people 
who have a heart for young people in their community.

I found it a bit scary the first time you go out. Will I say the right things? Will I understand their lingo? But you soon find 
similarities between your life and theirs and things you can talk about to open up conversation. I’m a trained hair stylist, and 
on one outing we met a group who were teasing a girl (in a nice way) about the colour of her hair so I homed in on this and 
we had a group discussion about hair colour. 
Could you become a School Pastor and work alongside students who need someone to listen to them and someone they can 
trust? As a School Pastor you become an independent adult they can speak to in the school. It’s so rewarding to be able to 
help. 
You become part of a team and I find you start to build good relationships with the students over time. 
Could you give 2 hours a week during term time to listen, help and care for young people in our school 
communities?  
We find we are often in the right place at the right time. We believe in a God who loves everyone 
and wants to hear from us so we have people praying for our work. I have also found setting aside 
this time once a week allows me to get closer to God.

Currently there are twenty school pastor initiatives throughout the country with a growing number 
of schools and colleges asking for the support of school pastors. The Isle of Wight is no exception.

Isle of Wight Street Pastors is 
a registered charity No: 1136110

Get in Touch

2 Pray

3 Give

Our work only happens thanks to the 
support of many people who give time 
or money to ensure Street and School 
Pastors continue.  If you can support us 
please get in touch or visit the website 
for more details on how you can help.

3 Ways to help

1 Volunteer

A School Pastor’s story
Meryl Dallimore shares her experience of volunteering as a School Pastor at Medina College.

We get lots of feedback about our work and keep a log of many of the 
interactions we have.  Here are a few snippets:

“Met a man who had fallen and hit his head. Police had called for 
medical assistance. We gave him water and a blanket, and helped his 
friend keep him awake.” (Patrol log)
“Long conversation with person who asked why we did what we did. We 
explained it was because we cared. He said “what even about me?”  We 
said yes.” (Patrol log) 
“Would like to say thank you to the Street Pastors who provided me and 
my friend with flip flops to walk home with last night after walking bare 
foot towards broken glass, you do such an amazing job, keep it up. xx” 
(Facebook comment)
“Saw a group of lads arguing, so got in there straight away with the 
lollipops. Had a word with them all, and they shook hands and walked 
away.” (Patrol log)

Word on the Streets


