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School Pastors now |n Carisbrooke

We're delighted to announce that School Pastors have
expanded into Carisbrooke College. Initially a team
will be at the school once per week but we'd love to
expand our presence in the future.

Head of School, Rob Maddox, was delighted to
welcome School Pastors to the school at an assembly
just before half-term. The team then started regular
patrols from the beginning of June.

School Pastors’ coordinator Dan Wells is excited by
the new development “We've been looking to expand
to another school for a long time, and thanks to the
strength of our teams at Medina we have reached

' a point where we can transfer one of the teams to
Carisbrooke. This is a bit of a leap of faith for us, and we
really need to recruit more School Pastors to be able
to deliver a full service in both schools. I'd encourage
anyone who thinks they might want to be involved to
get in touch. Being a School Pastor is a really fulfilling
role, and makes a big difference to the young people
we help”.

Is your church on board?
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Head of School Rob Maddox (left) welcomes {left to right) School Pastors’ Coordinator
Dan Wells, School Pastors Stephanie Matthews, Caroline Pugh and Edwina Wells.
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Our aim is for the charity to really be the church on the streets and in our i

schools and so we are keen for more local church congregations to become
members. Our aim is to truly reflect the diversity of the Island church.

During a recent patrol we engaged
in a very positive conversation with
some youngsters who thanked us for
“saving their lives” when they were
16, helped diffuse 2 tussles amongst
groups of young females, and had
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the opportunity to chat at length :
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touch using the details on the back page or visit our website at
www.iowstreetpastors.org.uk to download a church membership pack.

and signpost a bereaved vulnerable
person. We are really thankful for the
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“love the Lord your God....love your neighbour as yourself” (The Bible)



In Conversation

To give you a bit of an insight about what it’s like to be a volunteer with Isle of Wight Street Pastors we spoke to
Caroline Pugh, who is both a School and Street Pastor, about her experience and what being a Pastor means to her:

“When | moved to the Island | joined a church where one of the trustees used to regularly talk about Street Pastors.
He was my inspiration, he was such a lovely man. He spoke with such passion about it. | tried to enrol as a Street
Pastor when I'd only been in the church for about 3 months. | was so inspired | asked about it, but | had to be in a
church for a year. At the time | was a bit upset that | wasn't considered but | can see the reasoning behind it now. As
it happened, it wasn't the right time and I've grown into the role over the last few years, becoming a School Pastor
in 2013 then later cross-training as a Street Pastor.

The training was absolutely amazing. | think I'm still very close to the people | trained with. It was a time of huge
growth. | loved the people who were leading it.

The best thing about School Pastors for me has been the team, the people, the other Pastors. They have influenced
my life tremendously. To be absolutely truthful joining School Pastors was the first time in my life I've ever really felt
| belonged and that’s wonderful.

One of the hardest things for me in the beginning was trying to drop my “teacher’s hat”in school as I'd done some
supply teaching in Medina before. My feelings about the students have changed since being a School Pastor; |

look at them with a different perspective, seeing them as people, as individuals, all chosen and cherished by God. |
didn’t see children like that when | was teaching, | saw them as a reflection of my abilities in the classroom. It’s quite
a huge change in my way of thinking.

The most important thing I've learnt in the last few years, from the training here and courses I've been on is
developing my listening skills. | wasn't very good at listening to people.
Listening is so important.

| think we have a big impact on people’s lives. Sometimes in just a smile,
an acknowledgment, making eye contact with somebody. A huge
impact.

I've worked with some amazing people, I've met some people | wouldn't
have met if | hadn't joined the Street Pastor organisation. I'll be part of
the team going into Carisbrooke which is exciting, and will be leading
the team once a month too. | think it’s going to be a very different
school and a very different situation.

| didn’t have any concerns about joining as a volunteer, but my
daughter was a bit concerned about me wanting to be a Street Pastor!
She didn't mind so much that | was going to be a School Pastor as it
seemed safer! But | never had any fears in that direction. If anyone was
thinking about becoming a Street or School Pastor I'd encourage them
to give it a go. Come out with us and see what it’s like, see the way
people react to us, both students in school and people on the streets.”

New Volunteers Comissioned

We were delighted to welcome 11 more volunteers to the Isle of Wight Street Pastors’ team earlier this year. The
new Street, School and Prayer Pastors commissioned at a special service in January will help boost our existing
patrols and allow us to keep serving people on the streets and in Medina and Carisbrooke Colleges. It was also
great to see such support for the Street and School Pastor initiatives here on the Island. Speeches from the police,
school and Ryde Town Council all highlighted the value of our work in the local community. A big thanks to all
those who attended and especially to our new volunteers for stepping up to serve in this way.

'€/ twitter.com/iowstreetpastor - facebook.com/iowstreetpastors

www.iowstreetpastors.org.uk
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Dan Wells. School Pastors Coordinator & 07428 399 866 for Voluntary Service
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